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The Division has prepared an application checklist that may be used by water systems in 
proposing an alternative to the Waterworks Standards (Enclosure). The purpose of the checklist 
is to ensure that the Division has sufficient information to evaluate the proposal. The water 
system may submit the information in a different format from the checklist, provided that 
the submittal provides adequate information. The checklist may also be used to provide 
written certification that the proposed alternative adequately protects public health. 

If you have any questions; please contact the Division office that oversees your water system. 

Darrin Polhemus, P.E. 
Deputy Director 
Division of Drinking Water 

Enclosure: Waterworks Standards Main Separation Alternative Request Example Checklist 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waterboards.ca.gov%2Fdrinking_water%2Fcertlic%2Fdrinkingwater%2Fdocuments%2Fdwdocuments%2Fmain_sep_alt_checklist.docx&data=02%7C01%7Ctom%40dsrsd.com%7C40fcddb18e594cfc79c908d8567314c5%7C665f5b44ffa04c3f909d782b76b45ef9%7C0%7C0%7C637354399577090402&sdata=hJFRiHwWQmAcyb7aF80KxlZfPM%2B%2FOMSnrPXESM9E%2BBI%3D&reserved=0
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California Regulations Related to Drinking Water 
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§64572. Water Main Separation.  
(a) New water mains and new supply lines shall not be installed in the same trench as, and 

shall be at least 10 feet horizontally from and one foot vertically above, any parallel pipeline 

conveying:  

(1) Untreated sewage,  

(2) Primary or secondary treated sewage,  

(3) Disinfected secondary-2.2 recycled water (defined in section 60301.220),  

(4) Disinfected secondary-23 recycled water (defined in section 60301.225), and  

(5) Hazardous fluids such as fuels, industrial wastes, and wastewater sludge.  

 

(b) New water mains and new supply lines shall be installed at least 4 feet horizontally from, 

and one foot vertically above, any parallel pipeline conveying:  

(1) Disinfected tertiary recycled water (defined in section 60301.230), and  

(2) Storm drainage.  

(c) New supply lines conveying raw water to be treated for drinking purposes shall be 

installed at least 4 feet horizontally from, and one foot vertically below, any water main.  

(d) If crossing a pipeline conveying a fluid listed in subsection (a) or (b), a new water main 

shall be constructed no less than 45-degrees to and at least one foot above that pipeline. No 

connection joints shall be made in the water main within eight horizontal feet of the fluid pipeline.  

(e) The vertical separation specified in subsections (a), (b), and (c) is required only when the 

horizontal distance between a water main and pipeline is less than ten feet. 

 (f) New water mains shall not be installed within 100 horizontal feet of the nearest edge of 

any sanitary landfill, wastewater disposal pond, or hazardous waste disposal site, or within 25 

horizontal feet of the nearest edge of any cesspool, septic tank, sewage leach field, seepage pit, 

underground hazardous material storage tank, or groundwater recharge project site.  

(g) The minimum separation distances set forth in this section shall be measured from the 

nearest outside edge of each pipe barrel.  

(h) With State Board approval, newly installed water mains may be exempt from the 

separation distances in this section, except subsection (f), if the newly installed main is:  

(1) less than 1320 linear feet,  

(2) replacing an existing main, installed in the same location, and has a diameter no 

greater than six inches more than the diameter of the main it is replacing, and  

(3) installed in a manner that minimizes the potential for contamination, including, 

but not limited to:  

(A) sleeving the newly installed main, or  

(B) utilizing upgraded piping material. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/documents/lawbook/dwregulations-2016-09-23.pdf
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